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THE 

LIFE 

OF 

Sign*- Magliabechi. 

AMONG the number of 
eminent men which the 
city of Florence has produced 
fince the revival of litterature, 
one of the mod extraordinary, 
and of the moft celebrated in 
his time, was Antonio Mag- 
liabechi : And indeed there 
A 2 are 
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4 Tie LIFE of 
are fuch uncommon things af- 
ferted of him, and fo far ex- 
ceeding the bounds of proba- 
bility, as may feem to require 
fome apology even for repeating 
them ; it may therefore not be 
improper to premife, that the 
chief authorities on which the 
following account of him is 
founded, are Florentines ; that 
the Italians in general, and the 
Florentines in particular, delight 
in a higher and larger Way of 
fpeaking than k ufual among us; 
that they deal much in fuperla- 
tives ; and that their fuperlatire, 
like 
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Sigtf- MAGLIABECHI. 5 
like that in the Latin language 
from which it is derived, figni- 
fies, very much; as well as, 
the most : That whatever I 
have quoted from books, is, in 
general very punctually referred 
to in the notes, and often, the 
very words of the authors in- 
ferted ; and that whatever is not 
fo authorized, is what I have 
learned in converfation with gen- 
tlemen of the city of Florence, 
who were perfonally acquaint- 
ed with Magliabechi, men of 
learning and reputation, and of 
very good credit, both for know- 
ledge 
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6 . The LIFE of 
ledge and veracity. Thus af- 
fifted, I have undertaken to 
give fome account of this extra- 
ordinary, and fo much admired 
man. 

Magliabechi was born at 
Florence on the 29th of Octo- 
ber*, in the year 1633. His 
parents were of fo low and 
mean a rank, that they were 
very well fatisfied when they 
had got him into the fervice 
of a man who fold herbs and 

* From his article in Moreri's Dictionary. 
Niceron , in his Memoires pour fervir a 
I'Hiftoire des Hommes Illuftres, fays, it was 
on the 28th. 



Digitized by 



Sign'- MAGLIABECHI. 7 
fruit. He had never learned to 
read; and yet he was perpe- 
tually poring over the leaves of 
old books, that were ufed as 
wafte paper in his mailer's (hop. 
A bookfeller who lived in the 
neighbourhood, and who had 
often obferved this, and knew 
the boy could not read, afked 
him one day, " What he meaned 
" by flaring fo much on printed 
" paper?" He faid, " That he 
" did not know how it was, 

but that he loved it of all 
" things ; that he was very un- 
" eafy in the bufinefs he was in, 
" and 
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8 The LIFE of 
" and Ihould be the happieft 
" creature in the world, if he 
" could live with him, who had 
" always fo many books about 
" him." The bookfeller was 
aftonifhed, and yet pleafed with 
his anfwer ; and at Iaft told him, 
that he mould not be difinclined 
to take him into his fhop, if 
his mafter would be willing to 
part with him. Young Mag- 
lia'bechi thanked him with 
tears of joy in his eyes ; and 
his happinefs was highly en- 
creafed, when his mafter, on 
the bookfeller's defire, gave him 
leave 
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Sigif- MAGUABECHI. 9 
leave to go where he pleafed. 
He went therefore direclly to 
his new and much delired bufi- 
nefs* ; and had not been .long 
in it, before he could find out 
any book that was a/ked for, 
as ready as the bookfeller could 
himfelf. Some time after this 
he learned to read, and as foon 

* This account I had from a gentleman of 
Florence, who was very well acquainted with 
Magliabechi and his family : There are 
other accounts very different from this. Salvini 
fays that he was at firfr, in an honourable, but 
not litterary emplr>y : And Father Niceron, that 
he was apprentice to a goldfmith. I do not pre- 
tend to determine, which of the three accounts 
are the trueft. 

B as 
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io The LIFE of 
as he had, he was always + read- 
ing when he could. 

He feems never to have ap-r 
plied himfelf to any particular 
ftudy. A paffion for reading 
was his ruling paffion ; and a 
prodigious memory his great ta- 
lent. He read every book al- 
moft indifferently, as they hap- 
pened to come into his hands. 

\ " Ne' Libri, die efler dovenano di tutto i\ 
" fuo vivere compagni iiifeparatiili ; nc' Libri, 
" uniche delizie, unici fuoi amori, (' intrat- 
" teneva." Sahini, Ora. Fun. p. 7. And he 
fpeaks of his, " Virtuofa Bramafia di fempre 
" legere," juft after ; and confirms thefe paflages 
in feveral other places. Seepages 9, n, 22, 
and 27 i ibid. 
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Sign"- MAGLIABECHI. it 
He read them with a furprizing 
quicknefs, and yet retained not 
only the fenfe of what he read, 
but often all the words, and 
the verymanneroffpellingthem, 
if there was any thing peculiar 
of that kind in any author. 

His extraordinary application, 
and talents, foon recommended 
him to Ermini*, and MarmiJ, 
the Great Duke's librarian. He 
B 2 was 

* Librarian to the Cardinal of Medicis. 

t Father Nic ron names thefe two as his 
great friends ; and it may probably be of the 
latter that Salvini fays, " TJn nobile, letterato, 
*' e generofo fpirito delta citta nollro dal fuo im- 
" P'"i" 
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was by them introduced into the 
converfations of the learned, 
and made known at court : 
And began to be looked upon 
every where as a prodigy ||, par- 
ticularly for his vaft and un- 
bounded memory. 

It is faid, that there was a 
trial made of the force of his 
memory, which, if true, is 

" piego 11 levo ; e nelle letterarie convcrlazioni 
" lo introduce ; e alia Real Corte di Tofcana 
" il fe conofcere." Or. Fun. p. S. 

H " Fit cgli ammirato fin da principio, come 
" un prodigio, di quella part; principalmente 
" dcll'Anima che Memoria s' appella." Ik p. 8. 

very 
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very amazing. A gentleman at 
Florence, who had written a 
piece which was to be printed, 
lent the manufcript to Maglia- 
eechi ; and lbme time after it 
had been returned with thanks, 
came to him again with a me- 
lancholy face, and told him of 
fome invented accident, by 
which, he faid, he had loft his 
manufcript : The author feemed 
almoft inconfolable for the lofs 
of his work, and intreated Mag- 
liabechi, whofe character for 
remembering what he read was 
already very great, to try to re- 
coiled 
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colIecT: as much of it as he pof- 
fibly could, and write it down 
for him, againft his next vifit, 
Magliabechi aflured him he 
would, and on fetting about it, 
wrote down the whole manu- 
script*, without milling a word, 

* There Is, I believe, at leaft as much diffe- 
rence in the Englifh and Florentine ways of 
fpeakiag, when we praife or extol any thing, as 
there may be between the Florentine and tha 
Oriental, A Florentine will call a good toler- 
able houfe, for inflance, a tallage ; and a 
little fnug flower garden a PARADISE. This, 
and all the other anecdotes in this account are 
from Florentines, as I have faid before, and cer- 
tainly in moft of them, fome allowance fhould 
be made for the Florentine way of fpeaking ; I 
having generally expreffed what I had from them 
in their language, litterally in our own, 

or 
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or even varying any where from 
the fpelling. 

By treafuring up every thing 
he read in fo ftrange a man- 
ner, or at leaft the fubjecl, and 
all the principal parts of all 
the books he ran over ; his 
head became at iaft, as one of 
his acquaintance expreffed it to 
me, " An univerfal Index both 
" of titles and matter." 

By this time Magliabechi 
was grown fo famous for the 
vaft extent of his reading, and 
his amazing retention of what 
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16 The LIFE of 
he had read, that it began to 
grow common amongft the 
learned to confult him, when 
they were writing on any fub- 
jecr. : Thus for infiance, if a 
prieft was going to compofe a 
panegyric on fuch a faint, and 
came to communicate his de- 
fign to Magliaeechi, he would 
immediately tell him, who had 
faid any thing of that faint, and 
in what part of their works, 
and that fometimes, to the num- 
ber of above a hundred au- 
thors. He would tell them not 
only who had treated of their 
: fubjeft 
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fubject. defignedly, but of fuch 
alfo as had touched upon it on- 
ly accidentally, in writing on 
other fubjects ; both which he 
did with the greateft cxa£tnefs, 
naming the author, the book, 
the words, and often the very 
number of the page * in which 
they were inferted. He did 
this fo often, fo readily, and fo 
exactly, that he came at laft 
to be looked upon almoft as an 

* SaJvini exprefles this yet more ftronglyi 
** Et non che il libro ; ma In pagina, la 
" colonna, il verfo, ne additava." CM Fan. 
P- IS- 

C oracle, 
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oracle*, for the ready and full 
anfwers that he gave to all 
queftions, that were propofed 
to him in any faculty or fcience 
whatever. 

"If was his great eminence 
this way, and his vaft, I had 
almoftfaid, inconceivable know- 
ledge of books, that induced 
the Great Duke, Cofimo the 

* " II Magliabechi fu tanto rinomato per 
" la fua Biblioteca ; e per il vafto fuo fapere, che 
" fembiavaquafiunoracolo, perle pronteefaggie 
" file rifpofte, in qualunque facolta foffe ricer- 
" cato." Mancurti, in his life of Crefcem- 
beni. See the iatter'e hijlery ef Italian petrfr 
T. 6. p. 233. 

Third, 
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Sign'- MAGLIABECHI. 19 
Third, to do him the honour 
of making him his librarian ; 
and what a happinefs muft it 
have been CoMagliabechi, who 
delighted in nothing fo much as 
in reading, to have the fupreme 
command and ufe of 'futfi a 
collection of books as that in 
the Great Duke's palace. He 
was alfo very converfant with 
the books in the Lorenzo libra- 
ry*; and had the keeping of 
thofe of Leopoldo, and Fran- 
cefco Maria, the two Cardinals 
of Tufcany. 

* Salvini; Or. Fun. f. 10 and II, 

C 2 And 
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And yet even all this did 
not fatisfy his exteniive ap- 
petite ; for one who knew him 
well told me, " One may fay, 
" that he had read almoft all 
" books:" By which as he ex- 
plained himfelf, he meaned the 
greateft part of thofe printed 
before his time *, and all in it : 
For it was latterly a general 

* Salvini goes farther, for he fays) " Non 
" vieraminimoHbretto, ch'eglinonconofcefle." 
Or. Fun. p. 15, And Crefcembeni, fpeakingof 
a dilpute whether a certain poem had ever been 
printed or not, concludes it had not, n Becaufe 
" Magliabechi had never feen it." IJlsria 
delta Falg. Pan. T. 4. p. 23. 

cuflom, 
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Sign' MAGLIABECHI. 21 
cuftom, not only among the 
authors, but the printers too of 
thofe times, to make him a pre~ 
fcnt of a copy of whatever 
they publiftied ; which, by the 
way, muft have been a con- 
fiderable help towards the very 
laige collection of books, which 
he himfelf made. . . 

To read fueh vaft numbers 
as he did, he latterly made 
ufe of a method as extraordi- 
nary, as any thing I have 
hitherto mentioned of him, 
When a book firft came into 

bis 
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22 The LIFE of 
his hands, he would look the 
title page all over, then dip here 
and there in the preface, dedi- 
cation, and advertifements, if 
there were any ; and then caft 
his eyes on each of the diviflons, 
the different lections, or chap- 
ters, and then he would be 
able for ever to know what 
that book contained : For he 
remembered as fteadily, as he 
"conceived rapidly. 

It was after he had taken 
to this way of fore-mortening his 
reading, if I may be allowed fo 
odd 
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Sign'- MAGLIABECHI. 23 
odd an expreffion ; and 1 think, 
I rather may, becaufe he con- 
ceived the matter almoft as 
compleatly in this fliort way, 
as if he had read it at full 
length ; that a prieft who had 
compofed a panegyric on one of 
his favorite faints, brought it 
to Magliabechi, as a prefent. 
He read it over the very way 
above mentioned ; only the title 
page, and the heads of the 
chapters ; and then thanked 
him very kindly, " For his ex- 
" cellent treatife." The author, 
in fomepain, aflced him, " whe* 
" ther 
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" ther that was all that he id- 
" tended to read of his book ?" 
Magliabechi cooly anfwered, 
" Yes ; for I know very well 
" every thing that is in it." 
My author for this anecdote 
endeavoured to account for it 
in the following manner. Mag- 
liaeechi, fays he, knew all 
that the writers before had faid 
of this faint ; he knew this 
particular father's turn and cha- 
racter ; and from thence judged, 
what he would chufe out of 
them, and what he would omit. 
If this way of accounting for 
fo 
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lb extraordinary a thing may not 
feem fatisfadory to fome, it 
muft at Ieaft be allowed to be 
ingenious by all. 

MaglIabechi had alocal the-* 
fnory too of the places where 
every book flood ; as in his 
matter's fhop at firft, and in 
the Pitti^ and feveral other li- 
braries afterwards i And feems 
to have carried this farther, 
than only in relation to the col- 
lections of books with which he 
Was perfonally acquainted. One 
day the Great Duke fent for 
D him 
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him after he was his librarian, 
to afk him whether he could 
get him a book, that was parti- 
cularly fcarce. " No, Sir," an- 
fwered Magliabechi, " it is 
" impoflible ; for there is but 
" one in the world ; that is in 
" the Grand Signior's library at 
" Conftantinople, and is the 
" leventh book on ehe fecond 
" fhelf on the right hand as 
" you go in." 

Though Magliabechi muft 
have lived fo fedentary a life, 
with fuch an intenfe and almoft 
perpetual 

Digitized by Google 



Sign'' MAGLIABECHI. 27 
perpetual application to books, 
yet he arrived to a good old 
age. He died in his eighty- 
firft year, on July 14, 17 14*. 
By his will he left a very fine 
library of his own collection, 
for the ufe of the public, with 
a fund to maintain it 5 and 
whatever fhould remain over, to 
the poor. 

He was not an ecclcfiaftic, 
but chofe never to marry ; and 
was quite negligent, or rather 

* Lavocat ; in his Didlionnaire Hiftorique 
Portatif. Art. Magliabechi : Probably, from 
rjalvini's Or. Fun. p. 29. 

D 2 quite 
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quite flovenly in his drefs. His 
appearance was fuch, as muft 
have been far from engaging the 
affection of a lady, had he ad- 
dreffed himfelf to any ; and his 
face in particular, as appears by 
the feveral reprefentations of 
him, whether in his bufts, me- 
dals, pictures, or prints, would 
rather have prejudiced his fute, 
than advanced it : He received 
his friends, and thofe who came 
to confult him in any points of 
litterature, in a civil and oblig- 
ing manner ; though in general 
he had almoft the air of a la- 
vage, 
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vage, and even affected it ; to- 
gether with a cinical, or con- 
temptuous fmile*, which fcarce 
rendered his look the more a- 
greeable. Salvini himfelf, juft 
after he has been fpeaking of 
his perfon, cannot help think- 
ing of the || fatyrs that Socrates 
was compared to of old, . 

In his manner of living, he 
affefied the character of Dio- 
genes ; three hard eggs, and a 
draught;.. or two of water, was, 
his ufual repaft. When any 

* Or. Fund. p. 13. 
I Ibid, p. 18. 

one 
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one went to fee him, they moft 
ufually found him lolling in a 
fort of fixed wooden cradle, in 
the middle of his ftudy, with 
a multitude of books, fbme 
% thrown in heaps, and others 
fcattered about the floor, all 
round him; and this his cradle, 
or bed, was attached to the 
neareft piles of book6 by a num- 
ber of cobwebs : At their en- 
trance, he commonly ufed to 
call out to them ; " Not to hurt 

% He ufed fometimes to loll and deep upon 
piles of them : !< Cui letto erano i libri," fays 
Salvini," efoptaeiu,(dH'lc[edera?) ripofava." 
Or. Fun. p. 27. 

" his 
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" his fpiders ! " From this fingle 
anecdote we may conclude, that 
where a great friend of his com- 
mends him for his " gentillez- 
" za || ;" it muft be underftood, 
of his obligingnefs in anfwering 
any queftions that were put to 
him in litterary affairs ; and not 
of the genteelnefs of his pcrfon 
or behaviour, in general. 

Magliabechi was early made 
a member of The ARCADI ; 
a fociety eftablifhed at Rome, 

I " AppreiTo 1' incomparabile, e per fapere e 
" per genti.lczza, Antonio Magliabechi.'* 
Cr.fi. T. 3. f. K7 . 

toward 
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toward the end of the laft cen- 
tury for the revival of true 
tafte, in poetry, eloquence, and 
the polite arts. Moft of the 
eminent people all over Italy, 
and many of other countries, 
are enrolled in it ; and though 
of fo much later date than 
many of the other academies in 
Italy, there is fcarce any one of 
them, perhaps, that can boaft 
the names of fo many kings and 
princes, or popes and cardinal 
as appear in their lift. Their 
affemblies and games have % for 

X Ever fince the year 1726. 

many 
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many years been kept in a 
theatre built on purpofe for 
them in the gardens, now be- 
longing to the King of Naples, 
on the Palatine-hill in Rome. 
It is here too that they have 
ufed, almoft ever fince their 
inftitution, to fet up memorial 
infcriptions to fome of the 
moft worthy of their members. 
There is one to Magliabechi, 
in the fourth year of the fix 
hundred and twenty-fifth Olym- 
piad, for they have revived that 
antient way of reckoning, in 
which he is ftiled ; " Their 
E " coun- 
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" counfellor, or oracle, in all 

" forts of learning ||." 

Crefcembeni, the great pro- 
moter and foul of this fociety 
for fo many years, and § pre- 
sident of it % from it's firft 
eftablifhment, to the end of 
his own life, has given the world 
a fuller account of thefe Ar- 
cadians, than is any where elfe 
to be met with, in his hiftory 
of Italian poetry. He was a 

I OMNTGENAE ERUDITIONIS CON- 
SULTO. 
§ Cuflode. 

% From 1690, to 1728. 

particular 
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particular || friend of Maglia- 
bechi ; with whom he got ac- 
quainted, when he was obliged 
to go into Tufcany for his 
health. He fpeaks of him fre- 
quently in his hiftory juft men- 
tioned, and never without fome 
encomium. It is fufficient, I 
think, to fay here, that among 
fo many, and fo various com- 
mendations, the loweft title 

I Crefcembeni was at Florence in 1699, 
where he got acquainted with Buonarroti, Sal- 
vir.i, Accolti, and Averani ; " Uomini tutti," 
fays my author, " e per chiara fama, e per ec- 
•*- cellenza di dottrina, molto iiluftri ; e fopra 
" ogni altro, da Antonio Machabechi." 
Mamurti. 

E 2 which 
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which he ever gives him, is 
that of " the eminent Maglia- 
*' bbchi %." 

Moreri § fays, " That he was 
"•famous all over Europe, for 
" his great knowledge in books, 
" and inlitterary hiftory :" And 
Lavocat §, " That he was con- 
- l fulted by all the learned in 
" Europe ; and highly com- 
" mended by them all." And 

% ** Dall infigne AntonioMagliabechi." 
T. 3. p. 44 The other generally run thus ; 
'* Eruditiflimo." T. I. p. 201. "Ill degniffimo." 

T. 4. 105. " il celebratiflimo." T. z.p, 410. 

" 1' incomparabile." T. 4. p. 26. 

See his article in their dictionaries. 

• • . the 
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the above cited Crefcembeni con- 
firms what is faid by both of 
them ; and adds %, ' That as he 
* cannot find out any commen- 
' dation proportioned to his im- 
' menfe erudition, after fo many 
' that have been beftowed upon 
' him by the moft learned per- 
' fons of his times, he mould 
' chufe to repeat that of one of 
' the moft eminent among them, 
' Cardinal Norris, who in one 
' of his works calls him §, " The 
" moft learned man, and the 

J Hbria della Volgir Poena. It I. p. igf. 
§ " Eruditimmum, et ubique non barbara- 
" rum gentium laudatiffimum virum." 

" moft 
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" raoft applauded in all nations 
" of the world, which are not 
" inhabited by barbarians." 

Salvini made his funeral ora- 
tion, in the Florentine acade- 
my ; by which Magliabechi 
had been chofen for their fecre- 
tary annually, for feveral years 
* before his death : And even in 
the midft of that affembly of 
fo many learned and eminent 
men, calls him t, " The prin- 
" cipal ornament of his coun- 
" try." The whole fpeech con- 

« Or. Fun. p. 26. t IUi p. 4. 

hits 
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lifts of compliments to his me- 
rit, or excufes for what might 
feem amifs in him ; and in the 
courfe of it, he gives him the 
titles of " The great Maglia. 

" eechi I ||" " The univerfal 

" library % ;" " A prodigy of 

" learning! §"— and fome othersj 
which may perhaps found better 
in Italian, than they would in 
Engliih. 

Thus lived and died Mag- 
liabechi, in the midft of the 

I im.f. 5. f p. 17. § p. 23. 

public 
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public applaufe ; and with fuch 
an affluence, for all the latter 
part of his life, as very few per- 
fons have ever procured by their 
knowledge or learning. 



Digitized by Google 



THE 

LIFE 

OF 

Mr. H I L L. 

ROBERT HILL, for, of 
Robert and Phsbe Hill, 
was born January II, 1699, 
at Mifwell, a little village of 
only three or four houfes, near 
Tring in Hertfordfliire. His 
mother's maiden name was 
Clark ; fhe loft her hulba«4 
F within 



Digitized by 



42 Tie LIFE of 
within the year ; returned to her 
own family at Mifwell ; and a- 
bout five years after, was mar- 
ried to Thomas Robinfon, a 
taylor at Buckingham. On her 
going thither, fhe left our Ro- 
bert, the only fon of her firft 
marriage, with his grand-mo- 
ther at Mifwell ; who taught 
him to read, and fent him to 
fchool for feven or eight weeks' 
to learn to write ; which was 
all the fchooling he ever had. 
In the year 1 7 1 o, fhe removed 
with her family from Mifwell to 
Tring-grove ; where little Ro- 

- BERT 

/...:■ 
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bert was employed in driving 
the- plough,'- and other country 
bufinefs, for his uncle. But 
they finding this rather too much 
for his conftitution, which was 
but weakly, thought an eafy 
trade would be better for him ; 
and fo bound him (1714) ap- 
prentice to his father-in-law, 
Robinfon, the taylor, at Buck- 
ingham. 

It was about two years after 
(1716) he was prentice, that 
he firft happened to get an im- 
perfect Accidence and Gram- 
F 2 mar, 
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mar, and about three quarter* 
of a Littleton's diflionary, into 
Lis pofleffion. From the firft 
moment of fo great an acqui- 
Jition, he was reading whenever 
he could ; and as they would 
fcarce allow htm any time from 
his work by day, he ufed to 
procure candles as privately as 
he could, and indulge himfelf 
in the violent paffion he had for 
reading, for good part of the 
nights. He wanted greatly to 
learn Latin ; why, does not ap- 
pear : For he himfelf does not 
Temember any ether reafon for 
it 
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it at prefent, than that he might 
be able to read a few Latin 
epitaphs in their church. How- 
ever that be, this purfuit of 
his was foon interrupted (1717), 
by the fmall-pox coming into 
Buckingham, and growing fo 
violent there, that his friends 
fent him to Tring-grove ; and, 
in the hurry, his books were 
left behind him. At the Grove, 
he was employed in keeping 
his uncle's iheep ; and fpeaks 
of that occupation in as high 
a ftile of happinefs, as the ro- 
mance-writers talk of their Ar- 
cadian 
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cadian fwains : But what made 
it fo happy to him was, as he 
himfelf expreffes it, " that he 
" could lye tinder a hedge, and 
" read all day long." His ftudy 
here confifted only of the Prac- 
tice of Piety, the Whole Duty 
of Man, and Mauger's French 
grammar. Thefe he read over 
and over fo often, that he had 
them almoft all by heart ; and 
has a great deal of them ftill. 
He ftayed there a year and a 
quarter ; and on his return to 
Buckingham ( 1 7 1 9) , he was 
highly delighted at feeing his 
old 
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old friend the Latin grammar 
again ; and immediately renew- 
ed his acquaintance with it. 
In this fecond attempt of his 
for Latin, he was affifted by 
fome of his play-fellows among 
the . boys at the free-fchool at 
Buckingham. He would do 
any thing that was in his power 
to ferve them, if they would 
tell him the Englifli of fuch 
words, or fuch rules in his gram- 
mar, as he found the moft dif- 
ficult to underftand : And by 
fuch flow and laborious means, 
enabled himfelf to read a good 
part 
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part of a Latin teftament which 
he had purchafed, and a Cajfar's 
commentaries that had been 
given him, before he was out 
of his apprenticefbip. 

Soon after he was out of 
his time, he married (1721) ; 
and had Horace and a Greek 
teftament added to his books, 
by the goodnefs of a gentleman 
for whom he was at work. As 
he could not bear to have a 
book in his hands, that he could 
not read ; he no fooner received 
ithe latter, than he refblved to 
learn 
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learn Greek : And that very- 
evening, communicated his de- 
fign to a young gentleman, with 
whom he was acquainted ; who 
gave him a Greek grammar, 
and promifed to aflift him as 
far as he could in his defign. 
Hill ufed to teach him tofifh; 
and he ufed to help on Hill' 
in his firft great difficulty of 
acquiring the Greek language : 
And when he loft that friend, 
which he did very foon, for he 
died very young, he had : the 
good fortune to be affifted, rmich 
more materially, by another. 

G In 
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In the mean time, as his 
wife proved a very good breeder, 
he found it neceffary to do fome- 
thing to add to his income ; and 
therefore fet up for a fchool-ma- 
fter* (1724), as well as a tay- 
lor, and had fo good fuccefs, 
that he had generally upwards 
of fifty fcholars, for the fix or 
feven years that he pra&ifed it. 
However, there were foirie dif- 
ficulties that he met with, 
in his new employ. He had 
fcarce been in it half a year, 

* For RcaJing, Writing and Arithmetic. 

when 
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when a lad well advanced in 
another fchool, returned home 
to Buckingham to go to his. 
In the firft converfation, Mr. 
Hill found, that this new fcho- 
lar of his was got to decimal 
fractions ; whereas he himlelf 
was but lately entered, and 
that but a little way, into di- 
vifion. This was a terrible em- 
barafsment, at firft ; but Mr. 
Hill took the following me- 
thod of difentangling himfelf 
from it ; he fet his young man 
to copying out the tables of de- 
cimal fractions, from Wingate ; 

G 2 which 
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which engaged him for about 
fix weeks : And in the mean 
time, he himfelf applied fo hard 
to his Arithmetic, that he made 
himfelf mafter of decimal frac- 
tions, before that time was ex- 
pired ; but to do this he was 
forced to fit up the greateft 
part of every night in the in- 
terval. Another cafe, that gave 
him a good deal of trouble, was 
one of his fcholars being attack- 
ed by fome popilh neighbours, 
(1726) in order to make a con- 
vert of him. This Mr. Hill 
could not fuffer; and was led by 
it 
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it into a paper war with || one of 
their priefts, which continuing 
for near two years, without any 
other fuccefs than faving his 
fcholar ; for as to the two com- 
batants, they difputed on, as 
ufua], without any manner of 
convifiion on either fide. 

About two years after Mr. 
Hill had loft his firft wife, 
(1730) he married his fecond. 
She was a widow, and was looked. 

II A man of coniiderabie character among 
them, and fuppofed to be a bimon ; who liv- 
ed, at that time, with Sir Thomas Throck- 
morton. 

upon 
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uponas a fortune, for /he brought 
him a great many goods : But 
not long after they were mar- 
ried, he found his goods con- 
tinually decreafing, one thing 
after another, and hifmelf in- 
volved in feveral debts, which 
file ,had contracted. She was 
a bad woman in all refpefls ; 
and he fuffered fo much from 
her and her extravagances, that 
before they had lived two years 
together, the debts flie had 
brought upon him obliged him 
to refolve to quit Buckingham ; 
and to travel and. work about 
the 
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the country, in his bulinefs as a 
taylor and ftay-maker. He fet 
out for his travels on an Eafter- 
day (1732); as indeed there 
was but one day in any week, 
that he could fet out on ; and 
ftayed at different towns, in 
fevcral counties, according as 
burinefs offered, and his own 
fafety would permit. 

Some time before he fet out, 
he was feized with a violent paf- 
fion for learning Hebrew ; for 
which he can give no other rea- 
fon, than that he had fcen feve- 
ral 
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ral quotations in that language, 
in an Englifh book of controver- 
fy%, which he had been ftudy- 
ing for fome time. How very 
laborious a thing muft it be, to 
purfue one's firft ftudies in any 
language or fcience, without a 
fingle friend to give one any 
advice ? And how unavoidable 
often to lofe one's way, in fuch 
unknown paths, withouta guide? 
The grammars he had for the 
three firft years of this purfuit, 
were none of the beft, they 

t The works of Mr. Wcemfc, formerly one 
of the Prebends of Durham. 

helped 
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helped him but poorly : His 
consulting with fome travelling 
Jews, that he happened to meet 
With in his wanderings, was to 
my little purpofe ; and there 
was one difficulty $ in particu- 
lar, a folution of which he had 
been hunting after for the great* 
eft part of that time, without 
receiving any help either from 
his books, or other enquiries. 
A purfuit fo tedious, and fo 
often baffled, at laft quite tired 
out even his patience ; and one 

t The differences of pronouncing the two 
vowels fo alike, cametz and camet- 

SCATTER, 

H day, 
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day, in a mixture of paffion 
and defpair, he parted with the 
books he had hitherto ufed to 
affift him (1735) , as weak and 
inefficient friends. However, 
this proved only a fudden guff, 
of paffion; and his fettled eagerr 
nefs for conquering the Hebrew 
language . foon returned again, 
nd grew as ftrong as ever upon 
him. Some time after there^ 
fore he got Junius's grammar, 
to try whether that could un- 
ravel his former difficulty ; but 
hunted it over and over, in vain. 
His next acquifition was a large 
one; 
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one; that of thirteen Hebrew 
books together, which he bought 
for as many killings, at Read- 
ing. Among thefe was Sten- 
nit's grammar ( r 7 3 7 ) , which im- 
mediately cleared up the diffi- 
culty, that had engaged and 
perplexed him for fo many years. 
After this, he went on quite 
fuccefsfully, and met with no- 
thing but conqueft after con- 
queft ; and confequently, the 
latter part of his travels muft. 
have gone off much more plea-.: 
fingly with him, than the for- 
mer. ,v-., :. ... 

H 2. Ail 
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All this while, it was ne» 
eeflkry that the places of his re- 
fidence fhould be concealed ; 
which prevented his keeping up; 
any correfpondenee with his 
friends at Buckingham ; fo that 
death had been fo good as to 
eafe him of his greateft em- 
barafsment, his wife, two or 
three years before he heard of 
it. She had, as he himfelf al- 
lows, one child, and as fhe ufect 
to affirm, two by him ; but the 
parentage of the latter was very 
equivocal. However, I think, 
- they 
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they both died foon after their 
mother. 

On the news of this his re- 
Kef from a Confort who did no- 
thing but add to his unhappi- 
nefs and difficulties while fee 
lived, he returned January 31, 
1 744, iV. S. to Buckingham. In 
the eourfe of his travels he had 
left parcels of books in feveral 
places, and confiderable ones- 
in feme ; fo that he came home 
with no more than five or fix, 
the chief of which was a He- 
brew bible, and Mayr's gram- 
mar. 
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mar. There he fettled him- 
felf again in his firft occupation 
of taylor and ftay-maker ; which 
anfwered all his purpofes very 
well for four or five years, in 
which fpace he procured books 
for his ufe, in Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew : But marrying a third 
wife(i747),who proved as good 
a breeder as his firft, he began 
to be involved again in difficul- 
ties ; not by any fault of her's, 
forhefpeaks of her as of the 
beft of women ; but in the for- 
mer part of the time, from the' 
increafe of his family ; and in. 

the 
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'the latter, from the uncommon 
dearnefs of things, and hard- 
nefs of the times. 

Though Mr. Hill in his 
whole courfe -of getting the 
three learned languages, had en- 
deavoured to keep his acquifi- 
tion of them as much a fecret 
as he could ; it could not be fo 
wholly concealed, but that there 
was' fome talk of it. In par- 
ticular, at this period of his 
life, it was rumoured about the 
country ; " That he could read 
" the Bible in the fame books, 
" and the fame ftrange figures, 
'•>;.' " that 
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" that the travelling Jews did. 1 ' 
Upon hearing this, a very wor- 
thy clergyman in the neighbour- 
hood of Buckingham, when Mr. 
Hill happened to be working 
one day at his houfe in the way 
of his trade, put a queftion to 
him {1.748) , relating to a diffi- 
culty in the New Teftament * ; 

* " Pray Robin," Elys the Doctor, " can 
" you folve the difficulty of St, Peter, calling 
« the fame perfon the fon of Boson,, whom 
>• Mofes calls the fon of Beo r f Hill's an- 
fwtr was ; " That he did not know of any dlk 
« ficulty in it ; that they were both one and the 
•• fame name : Boson in the Chaldaic pronoun- 
" elation being ejcactly the fame with B.EdRaH 
* the Hebrew." 2 Epijt. if Si. fntr, '■ ff 
V. ]A ; Numbers, c. Z2. V. 5. 

which 
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which he anfwered fo readily, 
and fo fully, that he took a 
liking to him, and has been his 
friend ever fince. 

The fame gentleman fome 
years after fent Mr. Hill 
THE ESSAY ON SPIRIT, 
faid to be written by the late 
Bifhop of Clogher in Ireland ; 
and defired him to write down 
his thoughts on that piece, as 
they occured to him in reading, 
it. He did fo ; and I am told 
by thofe who underftand He- 
brew, for which there was fre- 
I quent 
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quent occafion in thofe obfer- 
vations, that out humble Tay- 
lor has proved his Lord (hip to 
be in the wrong in feveral of 
his quotations and affertions in 
that work. This was the firft 
piece of Mr. Hill's, that was 
ever printed (1753). The next 
thing the fame gentleman em- 
ployed him about, was to write 
a paper againft the Papifts, 
whofe emiifaries were then very 
bufy in thofe parts, in which 
Mr. Hill endeavoured to Ihow, 
that feveral of the moft impor- 
tant and favorite dofirines of 
the 
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the church of Rome are novel 
inventions ; and confequently, 
that it is they, and not we, that 
are the innovators. About the 
fame time, or rather in the in- 
terval between thefe two, Hill 
wrote The CharaEter of a Jew • 
when the bill for naturalizing 
that people was in agitation : 
This he fays was the beft thing 
he ever wrote, and was the leaft 
approved of. And Iaterly, he 
has written Critkifms on JOB, 
in five fheets ; which, I think, 
is the largeft of all his works. 

I 2 According 
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According to his own ac- 
count, Mr. Hill was taken up 
feven years in getting Latin ; 
and twice as long in getting 
Greek ; But as to the Hebrew, 
he fays, he himfelf would now 
engage to teach it to any body 
of tolerable parts, and with very 
moderate || application, in fix 
weeks. 

He fays he has read, he be- 
lieves, twenty Hebrew gram- 

H At an hour, each morning ; and another, 
each afternoon. 

mars ; 
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mars ; and is now writing one 
himfelf : In which fort of fub- 
jedt he feems likely to fucceed 
better than in any other ; be- 
caufe it has been the moft gene- 
ral ftudy of his life. Mayr's 
grammar he thinks much the 
beft of all he has read : He 
therefore intends to build his 
chiefly upon Mayr's ; as Mayr 
himfelf did on that of Cardi- 
nal Bellarmine. 

He thinks, he could teach 
the Hebrew language, even at a 
diftance, by way of letters ; 

that 
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that fix, or feven, would be 
fufEcient : And that even the 
pronounciation of it, as it is a 
dead language, might be taught 
the fame way. 

It was the worthy clergyman 
who firft employed and en- 
couraged him (1753), who in- 
formed me of him as a great 
curiofity : And on my expref- 
fing how glad I mould be to, 
fee and talk with him, was ib 
good as to invite him to his 
houfe, when I was to dine there. 
I found him a modeft good fort 
: ■ of 



Digitized by Google 



Mr. Hit L. 71 

of man ; and have had moft 
of the particulars before-men- 
tioned from his own mouth. 
When I was faying to him, a- 
mong other things ; " That I 
" was afraid his ftudies mull: 
" have broke in upon his other 
" bufinefs too much :" He faid, 
" That fometimes they had, a 
" little ; but that his ufual way 
" had been to fit up very deep 
" into the nights, or elfe to rife 
" by two or three in the morn- 
" ing, on purpofe to get time 
" for reading, without preju- 
" dicing himfelf in his trade." 

This 
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This mows his prudence and in- 
duftry ; and indeed that he is 
almoft indefatigable in any point 
that he ftrongly aims at, appears 
from his manner of acquiring 
each of the three learned lan- 
guages, as above defcribed. I 
have heard him fay ; " That it 
" is very hard work fometimes 
" to catch a Hebrew root, but 
" that he never yet hunted after 
" one, which he did not catch 
" in the end." I believe he may 
affirm the fame in every thing 
which he has attempted ; for his 
application and attention feem 
to 
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to be beyond any thing that one 
can well conceive of it ; with- 
out having obferved him in the 
procefs of his ftudies, as I have 
done. 

He is a vaft admirer of St, 
Jerome ; thinks him ass fine a 
writer as Cicero ; and that no 
body ever could excel him in 
eloquence. Yet he fays, " That 
" he is not obliged to any one 
" writer, nor to all others put 
" together, for fo many lights^ 
" as he has had from Father 
" Simon." 

K As 
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As his ftudies have kin chief- 
ly in languages, explaining texts 
of fcripture, and controverfial 
divinity ; he himfelf is not un- 
fond of difputing. In particu- 
lar, he thinks the followers of 
Mr. Hutchinfon wrong in al- 
moft every thing they advance ; 
and faid, l< He would go fo far, 
" and almoft with as much plea- 
" fure, as he came to fee me, 
" to difpute with a Hutchinlb- 
"nian:" And his journey to 
me was near fixty miles ; and 
that, poor man ! on foot. 

Through 
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Though the relation who 
firft inftruct,ed him, and fur- 
nimed him with the few books 
he had at Tring-grove, was an 
Anabaptift ; he himfelf is, and 
always has been, a moft zealous 
fon of the church of England ; 
and feems to think, that any 
thing's being inferted in our 
liturgy, or any points being 
held by our church, is a fuffi- 
cint argument of itfelf, for it's 
being true. \ 

K 2 Poetry 
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Poetry has now and then 
come in for part of his diver- 
sion in reading ; and in parti* 
eular, he had a Horace, and 
the Epiftles of Ovid, among his 
books very early : But among 
them all his chief acquaintance 
have been Homer, Virgil and 
Ogilby; and yet as to Homer, 
he had gone no farther than his 
Iliad (1758); which he had 
read over many times. The 
firft day after he came to me, 
he defired to fee the Odyffey; 
which I put into his hands, both 
in 

Digitized by Google 
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in the original, and in Mr* 
Pope's tranflation. He was 
charmed with them both : but 
faid, " He did not know how 
" it was, but that it read finer 
" to him in the latter, than in 
" Homer himfelf." On this 
he was defirous of reading lbme 
more of Mr. Pope : I pointed 
him to the Effay on Criti' 
cifm; this charmed him ftill 
more ; and he called it, " The 
" wifeft poem he had ever 
" read in his whole life." Be- 
fore our parting, I made him 
a prefent of one or two poems, 
and 
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and above a hundred weight 
of fathers and polemic divinity. 
I dare fay he will go over 
every line of them ; and in- 
deed, he declared that I had 
now furniChed him with read- 
ing at his leifure hours from 
work, for thefe feven years. 

It was but laft April that 
he was with me ; fo having 
brought down the little cir- 
cumftances of his life almoft 
to the prefent time, I have no- 
thing more to add, than the 
Comparifon 
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Companion between him and 
Magliabechi : Which, to fay 
the truth, was the principal, 
and almoft only reafon, for my 
writing their lives. 
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COMPARISON 

OF 

Sign'- Magliabechi 

AND 

Mr. H I L L. 

NOW as to the two per- 
fons whom I have cho- 
feti to compare together, in the 
manner of that great and good 
L philofopher 
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philofopher Plutarch ; and who 
do not yield more in dignity 
to the great law-givers, and ge- 
nerals and heroes, which are 
ufually the fubjefl of his enqui- 
ries, than I do in abilities to 
To cdebfated a writer among the 
antients : We may obferve how- 
ever, in the firft place, in com- 
mendation of both of them, 
that they were of low birth ; 
and acquired whatever they 
did acquire, almoft without any 
affiftance from their parents, 
and entirely without the com- 
mon helps of education. Mag- 

LIABECHI 
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liABECHi feems to have never 
been at any fchool at all ; and 
Hill was at one only for two 
months. They were their own 
fchool-mafters ; and almoft as 
untaught and unaffifted as the 
Saxon peafant *, of whom we 
have lately had fo full an ac- 
count in feveral of our public 
papers. 

Then again there is fome^ 
thing extremely odd in each of 
them, in the beginning of their 

» John Ludvtig, of Coiledande ; a village, 
in the neighbourhood of Drefden. 

L 2 applica- 
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application to ftudy. Hill has 
no fooner got a Latin book into 
his poffeffion, than he endea- 
vours to learn Latin ; the very 
day he is matter of a Greek 
book, he attempts that much 
more difficult language ; and 
the bare feeing a few Hebrew 
paffages quoted, fets him upon 
a third. But Magliabechi's 
beginning is yet ftranger : For 
nothing can be more unaccount- 
able than his fondnefs of look- 
ing fo much on printed paper, 
before he could tell any one 
letter from another ; and, as far 
■ a ? 
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as I ever heard, without any 
attempt, or thoughts, at firft, 
of diftinguiming them. 

They are alike too in the 
eagernefs of their purfuit, and 
the intenfenefs of their applica- 
tion, when once they had begun. 
Hill was happy in lying under 
his hedge, and reading all day : 
And Magliabechi lolled and 
read, for many days together, 
in his cradle. In the procefs of 
his ftudies, Hill was forced 
often to rob himfelf of a great 
part of the reft, more particu- 
larly 
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larly wanted for one of his 
weakly conftitution, to carry on 
his enquiries ; and I have heard 
him fay, that he came to think 
three or four hours fleep very 
fufficient for a night, after he 
had ufed himfelf to it for fome 
years. Magliabechi was not 
obliged to follow the fame prac- 
tice ; his bufinefs gave him more 
time for it, in the day ; and 
very little of that did he pafs, 
without his eyes being fixed on 
fome book or other. 

. The fuccefs of Mr. HUll in 
acquiring the three learned 
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languages, in the manner he 
did, is very extraordinary : But 
the extent of Magliabechi's ac- 
quifitions is abfolutely amazing ; 
by the accounts given of him, 
he had read almoft every thing, 
remembered all he had read, 
and had each part of it at hand 
to producewheneverhewascon- 
fulted about it. 

I doubt not but that it is 
the fame with the faculties of 
the mind, as it is with the limbs 
of the body, Iwhich ever is ex- 
ercifed much more than the reft. 

It 
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It is a common obfervation, and* 
generally holds through the 
whole fet, that a chairman's 
legs will be more mufcnlar in 
proportion than his arms ; and 
a rower's arms, will be more 
mufcular than his legs : Juft" 
in the fame manner, if one 
man was to exercife his ima- 
gination only, [which I fear may 
have been the cafe with fome 
of our poets] that will grow 
ftronger and ftronger, but his 
judgment will become feeble; if 
another was to exercife only his 1 
judgment, as happens too often 
among 



Digitized by Google 



The Compdrifon.' 89 
among the mathematicians, the 
powers of his imagination will 
pine and fade away ; and if a 
third was to employ his me- 
mory only, which I fear was 
too far the cafe of Maglia- 
bechi, his judgment by being 
negleftcd would grow weak and 
powerlefs. This, by the way, 
has made me fb often wonder at 
the practice that prevails in moft 
of our fchools ; in fome of 
which the mafters exercife the 
memory of their boys almoft 
perpetually, and fcarce ever find 
out any employ for their judg- 
M ments : 
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merits : Of which ftrange mif- 
take, I have heard that great 
genius and poet frequently 
complain, who fays fo happi- 
ly, as he did every thing, in 
one of his poems ; 

" As on the land, while here the ocean gains, 
" In other parts it leaves wide fandy plains ; 
" Thus in the foul while memory prevails, 
* The folid power of underftanding fails. 
" Where beams of warm imagination play, 
" The memory's foft figures melt away }{ ." 

That it was thus in a great 
meafurewithMAGLiABECHi, his 
own admirers are not unapt to 
acknowledge. One of whom 

I Mr. Pepfi EJfay on Criticifm ; ver. 58. 

gave 
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.gave me his character in thefe 
words; " That he was a man of 
" no genius, and an infinite me- 
" mory :" And another afferts, 
" That he could not talk on any 
" fubje£r, as other learned men 
"ufually do; fo that it was a 
"common faying of him in his 
" own time; that he was a learn- 
" ed man among the bookfellers, 
"and a bookfeller among the 
" learned." However, this mult 
ftill be allowed him that he had 
forted things, which is a part of 
judgment, as well as remember- 
ed them, from his giving his 
M 2 anfwers 
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anfwers fo readily to all who 
came to confult him on fo many- 
various fubjefis. Yet after all, 
his knowledge in general was 
only litterary knowledge ; and 
his mind was only, as it was 
called, a univerfal index of titles 
and matter : And if one could 
fuppofe a mind annexed to the 
Catalogue of the Bodleian libra- 
ry, for inftance, in the wbim- 
fical manner Dr. Swift has done 
in his Battle of the Books, which 
fhould have an idea of all the 
words and fubjedts in the fame 
order as they are there arranged ; 

it 
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it would, perhaps, be but too 
like to the mind of Signor Mag- 

LIABECHI. : 

To come to the points in 
which they are unlike, as well 
as thofe in which they agree, 
[which is Plutarch's ufual way 
too] the faculties of Mr. Hill's 
mind are not fo much abforpt 
in that fingle one of memory, 
as Magliabechi's were : Nor 
was his mind fo undiftinguim- 
ing in it's purfuits. Maglia- 
bechi feems to have had no 
tafte for any one fcicnce more 
than 
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than another* ; whereas Mr, 
Hill's firft aim was, the getting 
of languages ; and his moft 
favorite ftudy fince, has been 
critical learning, the underfland- 
ing his Bible, and his religion; 
In Ihort, I really begin to fuf- 
pecl, that he is fitter to be 3 
clergyman, than a taylor. 

* This is what is generally faid of him j and 
Saivini himfelf fays fo j "Non era legato ad al- 
f euna forte di Audi, in particolare :" But then 
he immediately adds, in a parenthefis ; *' Se non 
" voleffimo dire della cogniztcne della lingua 
f f fanta, e delle controverfie Ecclefiaftiche le 

quali eglt fapeva profondamente." Or. Fun. 
f. 14. If the latter was really the cafe, how 
much would it ftrengthen the parallel between 
him and Mr. Hill ? 
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Hill feems to have been the 
better Citizen, in marrying three 
times; and Magliaeechi, per- 
haps, was the wifer Student, in 
not marrying at all. 

Hill has the greater merit 
too, in undergoing fo much 
labour, and fuch fatigues, with 
a very weakly conftitution ; 
whereas, Magliabechi's mull 
have been a very ftrong one*. 

* " Non lafciando pafTare alcun minuzzolo 
" di tempo, che egli no' 1 virtuofamente impie- 
" gafle : Al che fare molto gli confcri la fua vita 
"fobria, e la complelfione robufta." Salvim; 

Or. Fm.p. 17. « Robutlo, indefeffo." It. 

p. 27. 
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In reputation, there is no 
comparison to be made between 
them : Magliabechi's was 
fpread all over Europe in his 
life time ; or rather, if we may 
believe Cardinal Norris, all over 
the world : And Hill's has 
little to do out of Bucking- 
ham, and a circle of icarce ten 
miles round it ; and even there 
he is not much known, except 
perhaps to about half a' dozen 
clergymen and gentlemen, who 
are glad to" lee him ; and give 
him fome encouragement, now , 
and then, to go on with his 
ftudies. When 
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When fome of the authors 
above cited fpeak of Maglia- 
bechi's civility and humanity, 
it mult be, as has been obferved 
before, only meanedof his readi- 
nefs in anfwering the queftions 
relating to learning, that were 
fo often put to him, By his 
being compared fometimes to 
Diogenes, one fhould be apt to 
think that he was rather chur- 
lifh, than polite or humane ; in 
his general turn, from what his 
great encomiaft fays of him, we 
may conclude that he was not 
apt to fhew any lively emo- 
N tions, 
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tions*, either of eompaffion'for 
the fufFerings, or of joy on the 
happinefsof his fellow-creatures. 
Hill has very quick feelings for 
both : And I obferved in parti- 
cular, that he had that tender- 
neis of heart, which I ffiould 
imagine to be one of the greateft 
pleafures, that people of the 
moft generous minds arethemoft 
capable of; and which, perhaps, 
is one of the fineft fenfations al- 
lowed us, on this fide of heaven. 
I was telling him one day of the 

. * He fays he was, " Seiolto da tutte quali- 
" tati umane ; tutto dato, deftinato, dedicato, e 
" perd'r cosi, confacrato alls lettere, a i libri, ' 
Or. Fun. p. 12. 
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fudden happinefs of the famous 
Monfieur Pafcal's father, on dif- 
covering what a wonderful pro- 
grefs his foh had made in the 
ftudy of Geometry, without the 
help either of books, or any 
matter : On turning to him, I 
faw his eyes were flooded ; the 
tears, at laft, ftreamed down 
his cheeks, and he could not for 
fome moments recover his voice 
enough to exprefs the joy he fett 
on fo happy a furprize to fb 
good a father. 

I am very forry that there is 
Hill one point remaining, in 
N 2 which 
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which Hill is as much unlike 
Magliaeechi as in any of the 
proceeding. Magliaeechi lived 
and died, as has been already 
faid, in very great affluence ; he 
abounded in money, and his ex- 
pences were very fmall, except 
for books ; which he regarded 
as his trueft treafure : Whereas 
poor Mr. Hill has generally 
lived in want, and lately more 
than ever. The very high price 
even of the moft neceffary pn> 
vilions for this and the laft year, 
have not only made it often dif- 
ficult for him to provide bread 
for 
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for himfelf and his family ; but 
hare in part ftopt up even the 
fonrces for it, in leffening his 
bufinefs. Buckingham is no rich 
place, at beft ; and even there 
his bufinefs lies chiefly among 
tlie lower fort of people; and 
when theie are not able to pur- 
chafe the food that is neceffary 
for them, they cannot think of 
buying new cloaths. This has 
reduced him fo very low, that I 
have been informed, that he has 
paft many and many whole days 
in this and the former year, with- 
out tailing any thing but wa- 
ter 
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ter and tobacco. He has a wife 
andfourfmallchildren, theeldeft 
of them not above eight years 
old : And whatbread they could 
get, he often fpared from his own 
hunger, to help toward fatisfying 
theirs. People that live always 
at their eafe, do not know, and 
can fcarce conceive the difficul- 
ties our poor have been forced to 
undergo in thefe late hard times-. 
He himfelf affured me, upon my 
mentioning thisparticular to him, 
that it was too true ; " Butalas !" 
added he, " it is not only my 
" cafe, but has- been that of hun- 
dreds 
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" dreds in the town and neigh- 
" bourhood of Buckingham, in 
" the laft, and for the former 
" part of this year ; and I fear, 
" we muft make many more ex- 
" periments of the fame kind, 
" before it is at an end." 

Upon the whole ; I think we 
may fairly conclude, that they 
are both equal in merit, as to 
their induftry and application to 
their ftudies ; each feeming to 
apply to them, as much as he 
could : But of the two Mr. Hill 
is the more fenfible and better 
man ; and Magliabechi, the 
more 
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more extraordinary, the more 
applauded, and the more for- 
tunate. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



X charities of almoft all kindsj ihould be fo far 
inovcd with the diftrefs and neceflities of fo wor- 
thy and ^pduftrious a poor man, as to be inclined 
to help towards relieving him : They are humbly 
untreated to ferid afiy prefent which they might 
with in his hands, either to Mr. Richardfonj in 
Sal ifbury- court near Fleet-ftreet, London; or 
Meffiettrs Dodfley, boofcfcltcrs in Pall-Mall, 
Weflminfter; Mr. Prince, at Oxford ; Mr. 
Thurlbourn, at Cambridge ; Meffieurs Hamil- 
ton anil Balfour, at Edinburgh; Mr. Faulkner, 
at Dublin ; Mr. Owen, at Tunbridge ; Mr. 
Leake, at Bath ; Mr. Cadel, at Briftol ; Mr, 
Hinxman, at York ; Mr. Richardfon, at Dur- 
ham ; Mr. Crighton, at Ipfwich ; Mr. Chafe, 
at Norwich; Mr. Burden at Winchefter ; Mr. 
Collins, at Salifbury j and Mr. Seeley, at Buck- 
ingham : And they may be affured, that what- 
ever maybe thus coljefted.fhall be put to the pro- 
pere^lfleJor the feivicc ojhim, and his family. 
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